Part  I 


J$i  L>d 


Chapter  One 

The  Holy  Prophet  |l  is  Mercy 
Incarnate 


Allah  jgi  informed  us  that  His  exalted  Prophet  ^ is  Mercy 
for  the  worlds,  compassionate  and  full  of  pity  and  clemency, 
and  the  one  who  removes  the  shackles  and  fetters  that  were  on 
the  previous  peoples.  Allah  informed  us  that  this  mercy  is  from  Him, 
and  that  the  Prophet  is  the  epitome  of  lofty  character,  exalted  to  the 
apex  of  benevolence  and  leniency.  The  Prophet-^  was  neither  coarse 
nor  harsh,  and  was  kind  and  courteous  toward  the  believers. 

Allah  made  the  Prophet’s  religion  a religion  of  mercy,  ease, 
moderation,  clemency  and  temperance.  The  Prophet  0 is  mercy;  he  is 
the  Prophet  of  mercy;  he  was  sent  as  mercy;  and  he  is  full  of  pity  and 
compassion.  He  is  mercy  for  the  worlds  and  a gift  from  the  Lord  of 
the  worlds.  There  are  several  hadiths  from  the  noble  Prophet  0.  that 
prove  that  he  was  mercy  and  that  Allah  gifted  him  as  mercy  for 
His  servants. 


1. 1 There  is  No  Other  Prophet  That  Comes  Close 
to  the  Prophet  0 in  Mercy 

No  other  prophet  comes  close  to  or  matches  or  parallels  Allah’s 
Messenger  $ in  his  mercy  to  humanity,  and  that  includes  mercy  to  the 
disbelievers  and  obstinate  opponents  in  the  world,  and  even  those  who 
harmed  him  or  attempted  to  murder  or  assassinate  him. 

Prophet  Nuh  supplicated  against  his  people  who  did  not  believe 
in  him  and  he  beseeched  their  destruction.  Allah  Jg*  said, 


{\j\%  % iiSUe  yUu 


<{And  Nuh  (Noah)  submitted:  “O  my  Lord!  Do  not  leave 
even  a single  disbeliever  living  on  earth.  Surely , if  You  leave 
them  (alive),  they  will  keep  leading  your  servants  astray 
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and  will  beget  none  but  the  most  wicked  and  extremely 
disbelieving  children 


Allah  granted  Nuhs  supplication  and  the  people  were  deluged 
and  drowned.  In  addition  to  this,  Prophet  Nuh  will  declare  his 
innocence  of  all  the  creation  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  and  will  ask 

the  people  to  go  to  other  Prophets  He  will  ask  for  salvation  for  his 
self  alone. 

However,  when  it  comes  to  the  generous  and  compassionate  Chosen 
Prophet  it  is  the  exact  opposite  of  that.  He  never  supplicated  for  an 
absolute  destruction  to  befall  his  people;  rather,  he  refused  the  offer 
from  Allah  to  cast  punishment  on  them,  and  he  hoped  that  Allah 
would  spare  them  so  that  if  they  do  not  believe,  perhaps  the  generation 
after  the  obstinate  rejecters  would  embrace  faith. 

When  Allah’s  Messenger  & departed  from  Taif— after  its  inhabitants 
did  what  they  did,  striking  him  and  shedding  his  blessed  blood — 
the  angel  Jibrll  came  with  the  angel  in  charge  of  the  mountains 
and  informed  the  Prophet  that  Allah  commanded  the  angel  of  the 
mountains  to  obey  him.  The  angel  of  the  mountains  approached  the 
Prophet  & and  greeted  him  with  peace  and  said,  “Indeed,  Allah  has 
heard  the  statement  of  your  people  regarding  you,  and  I am  the  angel 
of  the  mountains;  your  Lord  sent  me  to  you  for  you  to  order  me.  What 
do  you  want?  If  you  wish,  I will  crush  them  between  the  Akhshaban 
[two  mountains  of  Mecca].” 

Allah’s  Messenger  H said, 


<0)1  <U)|  01 


No,  I hope  that  there  will  appear  from  their  progeny  those 
who  worship  Allah  alone  and  do  not  associate  any  partners 
with  Him.2  Agreed  upon. 


1 Qur'an  71:26-27. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  Bad*  al-khalq  [The  Beginning 
of  Creation],  Ch.:  “When  One  of  You  Says  Amin  along  with  the  Angels,  and 
the  Two  Coincide,  His  Past  Sins  Are  Forgiven,”  3:1180  §3059;  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Jihad.[ The  Striving],  Ch.:  “On  the  Harm  That  the  Prophet  0 
Experienced  from  the  Pagans  and  Hypocrites,”  3:1420  §1795. 
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The  Prophet’s  mercy  was  such  that  he  seemed  to  forget  what  his 
people  did  to  him;  he  did  not  desire  their  destruction.  Instead,  he 
hoped  that  Allah  would  guide  his  enemies  and  opponents  among  the 
disbelievers — and  his  hopes  were  fulfilled,  for  the  bulk  of  his  people 
soon  believed  in  him,  not  to  mention  their  offspring. 

Prophet  Ibrahim  disavowed  his  uncle  Azar  after  he  realized  that 
he  perished  as  a disbeliever.  Allah  jg*  said, 

IjA_>  jAjI  j4J 

<{But  when  it  became  evident  to  him  that  he  was  an  enemy 
of  Allah , he  parted  with  him  (dissociated  himself  from  him 
and  never  prayed  for  him  afterwards ).$>3 


According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Prophet  said, 

.o^pj  0 yj  jji  jji  oU  JIL 

N pjli  j V jit  jjf  tf 

fji  L ^ ^ ‘d-bj  Vj  Ij  J jili 

jl  ijlij  4I1I  Jjjlj  . I ^ <5^1 


Ibrahim  shall  meet  his  [uncle]  Azar  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection.  Upon  Azar’s  face  there  shall  be  ignominy  and 
dust,  and  Ibrahim  will  say  to  him,  ‘Did  I not  tell  you  that 
you  should  not  disobey  me?’  He  will  reply,  ‘Today  I will  not 
disobey  you.’  Ibrahim  will  say,  ‘O  my  Lord!  You  promised 
me  that  You  will  not  humiliate  me  on  the  day  the  humanity  is 
resurrected — but  what  humiliation  is  greater  than  my  father 
being  farthest  from  Your  mercy?’  Allah  will  say,  ‘I  have 
made  Paradise  forbidden  for  the  disbeliever s.’4Reported  by  al- 
Bukharl. 

3 Qur'an  9:114. 

4 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  Ahadith  al-anbiya 1 [The  Traditions 
of  the  Prophets],  Ch.:  “On  Allah’s  Statement,  4^And  Allah  took  Ibrahim  as  an 
intimate  friend}. ,”  3:1223  §3172. 
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When  Ibrahim  finally  left  his  people,  he  did  not  return  to  them, 
and  instead  he  took  the  Levant  as  his  abode.  Although  he  travelled 
to  Egypt  and  Hejaz,  he  eventually  returned  to  the  Levant  where  he 
passed  away.  Furthermore,  Ibrahim’s  supplication  for  the  believers 
was  for  the  provision  of  fruits  only.  Allah  ^ said, 


$And  (recall)  when  Ibrahim  (Abraham)  prayed:  “O  my 
Lord , make  it  a city  of  peace  and  bless  its  residents  who 
believe  in  Allah  and  the  Last  Day  with  a variety  of  fruits ^ 

Then  Allah  informed  him  that  He  would  provide  for  all  of  them, 
including  the  disbelievers,  and  that  the  latter  would  receive  a painful 
torment  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection: 


^( Allah)  said:  And  as  for  him  who  disbelieves , I shall  also 
grant  him  enjoyment  (for)  a short  span  of  life,  then  (for  his 
disbelief)  I shall  drive  him  to  the  torment  of  Hell.  And  that 
is  an  extremely  evil  destination .” 

And  just  like  Prophet  Nuh  Ibrahim  will  declare  his  innocence 
of  all  the  Creation  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  and  will  ask  the  people 
to  go  to  the  other  Prophets,  until  they  finally  reach  the  clement  and 
merciful  Chosen  Prophet  and  he  will  intercede  for  the  entire 
Creation,  including  the  other  Prophets.  This  is  what  is  known  as  the 
Greatest  Intercession  (al-Shafaca  al-cU^ma). 

The  Prophet  of  mercy  also  sought  rain  for  the  disbelievers  of 
Quraysh,  despite  what  they  subjected  him  and  his  Companions  ^ 
to.  He  did  not  lower  his  hands  and  abstain  from  supplication  after 

5 Qur'an  2:126. 

6 Ibid. 
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seeing  them  suffer — even  though  they  were  disbelievers — and  he  did 
not  want  the  angel  of  the  mountains  to  crush  them  between  the  two 
mountains. 

The  Prophet  also  gave  permission  to  Thumama  b.  Uthal  ^ to 
send  supplies  to  the  Quraysh  after  the  lifting  of  the  embargo,  and  this 
shows  the  Prophet’s  mercy  and  generosity  even  toward  the  disbelievers. 

And  just  like  Prophet  Nuh  and  Ibrahim  Prophet  Musa 
declared  his  disavowal  of  the  Children  of  Israel  even  though  they  were 
his  own  people  in  this  life,  and  he  would  declare  his  renunciation  of 
them  again  in  the  Next  and  judge  them  as  corrupt.  Allah  said  about 
Musa’s  disowning  of  his  people, 


(joj  UIL  (jHj  Si).  N <3!  vL> 

(j  CWj'  ^4^ 


^(Musa  [Moses])  submitted : “My  Lord!  I have  no  control 
( over  anyone)  except  for  myself  and  my  brother  (Harun 
[Aaron]).  So  put  us  apart  from  (these)  wicked  people  (by  Your 
command). " (The  Lord)  said:  “So  this  (land)  is  forbidden  to 
these  (rebels)  for  forty  years.”  y7 


But  when  it  comes  to  the  Chosen  Prophet  of  mercy  who  is 
clement  and  compassionate  to  the  creation,  it  is  the  exact  opposite 
of  that.  He  never  left  his  people  or  a single  individual  among  them. 
There  are  many  hadith  reports  in  which  the  Prophet  is  recorded  as 
saying,  “My  community,  my  community,”  and  even  the  disbelievers 
are  included  among  them.  Out  of  his  keenness  for  their  salvation,  had 
the  Prophet  known  that  Allah  would  forgive  them,  he  would  have 
ramped  up  seeking  forgiveness  for  them. 

Ibn  cAbbas  and  Ibn  cUmar  cj,  reported  in  the  story  of  the  Prophet’s 
prayer  for  the  chief  of  the  hypocrites,  cAbd  Allah  b.  Ubayy  b.  Salul, 
that  the  Prophet  said  to  cUmar,  “I  was  given  a choice  and  I choose. 
It  was  said  to  me, 

dr3  (HP 


7 Ibid.,  5:2.5-26. 
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j» ^JL)  I <3  Jjs  I J ,y^jj  ali  L U <dJJ'S  4ji  I 


'4 Whether  or  not  you  seek  forgiveness  for  these  (wicked 
and  arrogant  hypocrites  who  dare  scoff  at  Your  Eminence ), 
if  you  implore  forgiveness  for  them  seventy  times  (out  of 
your  natural  compassion  and  your  benevolent  practice  of 
forgiving  and  forbearing ),  even  then  Allah  will  not  forgive 
them  at  all  because  they  have  rejected  Allah  and  His 
Messenger  (blessings  and  peace  be  upon  him)  and  Allah  does 
not  guide  the  rebels. 


If  I knew  that  he  would  be  forgiven  if  I increased  upon  seventy  times, 
I would  have  increased  [my  seeking  of  his  forgiveness].”8 9 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 


As  for  Prophet  Tsa  he  was  worshipped  besides  Allah  and  both 
he  and  his  mother  were  taken  as  gods  besides  Allah  and  the  Christians 
falsely  claim  that  he  ordered  them  to  do  that.  Allah  ^ said, 

cJl5  c-oU  alii  jli 

(jlll  U Jyl  jl  j^=u  ^ Jli  alif  jjJ>  y*  jV^H 

<3  ^JlpI  % 3 Vi  jAjlIIc'  jJLs  jails  (jl 

jl  xao  U cJi  U ^ (£ol  JJdl. 

Vila  Os^o  \Ja  1-Lc^i  CUlSj  (3j  alii  IjJ^-pl 

(Jp  C-ol j L— %^3jjl  C-ol 


\And  when  Allah  will  say:  “O  cIsa,  the  son  of  Maryam 
(Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary)!  Did  you  ask  the  people  to  take 


8 Ibid.,  9:80. 

9 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-]ana'iz  [The  Funerals],  Ch.:  “The 
Offensiveness  of  Prayers  and  Supplications  of  Forgiveness  for  the  Flypocrites,” 
i*459  §1300* 
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you  and  your  mother  as  two  gods  besides  Allah?”  He  will 
submit:  “Glory  be  to  You ! It  is  not  (justified)  for  me  to  say 
such  a thing  as  I have  no  right  to  say . Had  I said  it,  You 
would  surely  have  known  it.  You  know  every  such  (thing) 
that  is  in  my  heart,  but  I do  not  know  those  (things)  which 
are  in  Your  knowledge.  Indeed,  it  is  only  You  Who  know 
well  all  that  is  unseen . I said  to  them  nothing  except  (that) 
which  You  ordered  me  to  say:  Worship  (only)  Allah,  Who  is 
my  Lord  and  your  Lord  (too).  And  I kept  a vigilant  watch 
over  (their  beliefs  and  actions)  so  long  as  I was  amongst 
them.  But  when  You  lifted  me  up,  then  You  alone  watched 
over  their  (affairs),  and  You  are  a Witness  to  everything”}10 


This  is  why  Prophet  cIsa  %£  cursed  his  folk  from  the  Children  of 
Israel,  as  Allah  said: 


^ Those  amongst  the  Children  of  Israel  who  disbelieved  were 
cursed  by  the  tongue  of  Dawiid  (David)  and  cIsa,  the  son  of 
Maryam  (Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary).  )>XI 


Likewise,  Prophet  Tsa  will  declare  his  disowning  of  his  people 
on  the  Day  of  Resurrection. 

But  as  for  our  Chosen  Prophet  of  mercy  he  never  cursed  his 
community,  supplicated  against  them,  or  disavowed  or  renounced 
them.  He  was  the  exact  opposite  of  that.  He  used  to  supplicate  for 
them  and  leave  the  matter  of  his  own  self  to  his  Lord,  Most  High. 
Allah  will  make  him  pleased  with  his  people  and  will  not  disappoint 
him. 

According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  the  Prophet  recited  Allah’s 
words  about  Ibrahim, 

10  Qur'an  5:116-117. 

11  Ibid.,  5:78. 
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>3  4?  4V  ^ 6*  4U1  03) 

<i4s  (JLi£ 


iO  my  Lord!  These  (idols)  have  led  many  people  astray.  So 
whoever  follows  me  writ  belong  to  me,  and  whoever  disobeys 
me,  then  indeed  You  are  Most  Forgiving,  Ever- Merciful.)™ 

And  Allah  s words  about  cIsa 

^S3  ou  W ^ ^ oj) 

Vo»  torment  them,  they  are  only  Your  servants,  and  if 
ou  forgive  them.  You  are  indeed  Almighty,  All-Wise. y* 

Then  Prophet  Muhammad  * ratsed  his  hand  and  wept,  saying, 

■J\  tj\ ! 

o Allah!  My  community,  my  community! 

So  Allah  4®!  said, 

u -.aLj  tflpf  idjj  1: 

O Jibrll!  Go  to  Muhammad  and  ask  him-and  your  Lord 
knows  best:  ‘What  causes  you  to  weep? 

a to  fe/r°phet  * and  •***  ^ and  ^ prOPhet 

^told  Jtbrd  what  he  asked  -and  he  knew  better-and  then  Allah* 

ij  <.sd  J iu»j4  li| : ja  jl  CJii ! 1; 

o Jibril!  Go  to  Muhammad  and  say,  “I  shall  make  you 

p eased  with  regard  to  your  community  and  I shall  not 
disappoint  you.”14 


Ti  Ibid.,  14:36. 

13  Ibid.,  5:118. 

“ S"  for'1’  by  •Musl™  “ -‘-^rh:  Bk...  al.l„a„  (The  Faith],  Ch.t  "On  the 
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Reported  by  Muslim. 


According  to  Abu  Hurayra 


[pi j elJol  :J15  • Jc? 


,<C?~ 


Someone  said,  “O  Allah’s  Messenger  Invoke  a curse  upon 
the  pagans,”  but  the  Prophet  replied,  “I  was  not  sent  as  a 
curser;  I was  only  sent  as  mercy.”15 


Reported  by  Muslim. 

Indeed,  the  Prophet  £ used  to  pray  for  his  people  who  subjected 
him  to  harm  and  shed  his  blessed  blood,  broke  his  molar  and  wanted 
to  kill  him.  He  asked  Allah  to  pardon  them  and  have  clemency  toward 
them.  He  said  during  the  battle  of  Uhud, 


O Allah!  Forgive  my  people,  for  they  know  not.  Agreed 


upon. 

Here  are  two  hadith  reports  about  the  Greatest  Intercession. 


Prophet’s  Supplication  for  His  Nation  1:191  §102. 

15  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-$ahth:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  sila  wa  al-adab  [On  Piety, 
Familial  Integration,  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Invoking 
Curses  Against  Creatures  and  Other  Things,”  4:2006  §2599;  »al-Bukhari  in 
al-Adab  al-mufrad,  119  S3*1;  #Abu  Ya'la  in  al-Musnad,  11:35  §6174;  *Abo 
Nu'aym  in  Dala'il  al-nubuwwa,  1:40  §2;  ‘al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-iman,  2:144 
§1403;  »Ibn  ‘Asakir  in  TarTkh  Dimashq,  4:92;  »Ibn  Kathir  in  Tafsir  al-Qur  an 
al-cAzIm,  3:202. 

16  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-$ahlh:  Bk.:  al-Anbiya ’ [On  the  Prophets], 
Ch.:  “The  Hadith  About  the  Cave,”  3:1282  §3290;  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.: 
al-Jihad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving  and  Military  Expeditions],  Ch.:  “On  the 
Battle  of  Uhud,”  3:141751792;  ‘Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:453  §433U 
•Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Fitan  [On  Tribulations],  Ch.:  “Patience  with 
Affliction,”  2:1335  §4025;  ‘Abu  Ya'la  in  al-Musnad,  9:131  §5zo5;  ‘al-Bazzar 
in  al-Musnad , 5:106-107  §1686. 
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Abu  Hurayra  said:  Once  someone  brought  some  meat  to  the 
Prophet  0 and  he  was  given  the  shank  ...  [until  the  final  part  where 
the  Prophet  0 said:] 


. . . l>  :d)jJ yis  o .^31  I y2>\  \ J J j-4^ 

Ai  u J|  ^ i\  yj  u ji  >ff  .Jjbj  Ji  0'  jJLii 

^ > z'  }■  s\  t'  ' 0 ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ 

o ^>Li  *^\y  di  ^ '{£j^  (Ji 

?Aa3  ^>6J  La  ^ I tdLj  (J,|  Lj  £iLil  • • • *c)  jJ^L3  tL>-  jj 
O^jLJ  (J,l  I C^mAj  ...  *j*2>  (J Ji  Lo 

.^Jlj  ...  ! J ...  twiijj  J,[  LJ  £_/Lil  ! jjJ jj£i 

LiJr*1  y ^ • Jj-^j-V  ci_yy  ^yQ  -i^yy  (Ji  ,{Sj^  (Ji 

I . . . i y — 1 J^iLs . . . ccLbj  ^1  LJ  • • • 

— S J . . . t <JLL j LJ  I • L ^ ^y  L^  • (Ji 

^ ^ o'"  >s\  °/  v 

y L3  . •A^^'  (^i  ' {S  (Ji  ^ ^mj2j  C ^^vJ2j  ...  . 

U tciiJ  4iil  yS'j  t<bl  <J y^j  o-jI  CwL^5^  L .L) y^ 

^ijl  L :Jli  jtJ  . . . • J«Lj  (J»i  LJ  w ^>-L>  Laj  <d-Loi 

m *t  •>  ; ^ 

.^LwvJ  tAJ 2x;  CcJ-^lj 


So  the  people  will  say  to  each  other,  “Let’s  go  to  Adam.” 
They  will  go  to  Adam  and  say,  “O  Adam!  Intercede  for  us 
with  your  Lord!  Do  you  not  see  the  condition  we  are  in?  Do 
you  not  see  what  has  happened  to  us?”  Adam  will  say,  “My 
self,  my  self!  Go  to  someone  else  besides  me;  go  to  Nuh.” 
And  so  they  will  go  to  Nuh  and  say,  “[O  Nuh!]  Intercede  for 
us  with  your  Lord!  Do  you  not  see  the  condition  we  are  in? 
Do  you  not  see  what  has  happened  to  us?”  Nuh  will  say  to 
them,  “My  self,  my  self!  Go  to  Ibrahim  ^.”  And  so  they  will 
go  to  Ibrahim  and  say,  “[O  Ibrahim!]  Intercede  for  us  with 
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your  Lord,”  but  he  will  say,  “My  self,  my  self!  Go  to  someone 
else  besides  me.  Go  to  Musa.”  And  so  they  will  go  to  Musa 
and  say,  “O  Musa!  Intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord,”  but 
Musa  will  say  to  them,  “My  self,  my  self!  Go  to  Tsa 
And  so  they  will  go  to  Tsa  and  say,  “O  Tsa!  Intercede  for  us 
with  your  Lord,”  but  he  will  say  to  them,  uMy  self,  my  self! 

Go  to  someone  else  besides  me.  Go  to  Muhammad  JfL”  And 
so  they  will  come  to  me  and  say,  “O  Muhammad!  You  are 
Allah’s  Messenger  and  the  Seal  of  the  Prophets.  Allah  has 
forgiven,  for  your  sake,  all  the  earlier  and  later  sins  of  all  the 
people  of  your  Ummah;  intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord...  .” 

Then  it  will  be  said,  “O  Muhammad!  Raise  your  head.  Ask 
and  you  shall  be  given;  intercede  and  your  intercession  shall 
be  accepted....”17 
Agreed  upon. 

According  to  Anas  j^,  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

cj/d  ,0  jfjj  cd  cJlT:  j Jg  'j/g 

, * > K' 

And  they  will  go  to  Tsa  and  he  will  say,  T am  not  for  it; 
however,  go  to  Muhammad.’  And  so  they  will  come  to  me 
and  I will  say,  T am  for  it.’r8 

Agreed  upon. 

i.z  Allah  Made  the  Prophet  0 Mercy  for  the 
Worlds 

Allah  .0*  is  the  most  merciful  of  those  who  show  mercy.  His  mercy 

17  Ibid.,  Bk.:  al-Tafsir  [The  Qur’anic  Exegesis],  Ch.:  “On  Surat  al-Isra5:  ^The 
progeny  of  those  carried  with  Nuhfy”  4:1745—174 6 §4435;  •Muslim  in  al- 
$ahih:  Bk.:  al-lman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “The  Inhabitant  of  Paradise  with  the 
Lowest  Rank,”  1:180-185  §§193-194- 

18  Ibid.,  Bk.:  al-Tawhld  [The  Divine  Unity],  Ch.:  “Allah’s  Speech  to  the 

Prophets  and  Others  on  the  Day  of  Judgment,”  G'.'irj'L'j  §7072;  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahih:  Bk.:  al-lman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  1:183  §193. 
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precedes  His  wrath.  One  aspect  of  the  divine  mercy  is  that  Allah 
made  His  venerable  and  Chosen  Prophet  Mercy  for  the  worlds.  The 
other  Messengers,  on  the  other  hand,  were  exclusively  raised  for  their 
respective  peoples.  Allah  said, 


$And,  (O  Esteemed  Messenger ,)  We  have  not  sent  you  but 
as  a mercy  for  all  the  worlds.^19 


1.3  Allah  Has  Made  Him  the  Prophet  of  Mercy 

Another  manifestation  of  Allah’s  mercy  upon  His  servants  is  that  He 
made  His  Exalted  Prophet  a Prophet  of  Mercy,  and  He  sent  him  to 
the  entire  Creation.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-AshcarI  “Allah’s 
Messenger  used  to  give  himself  many  names  for  us.  He  would  say, 


.A 

JUH j U 


I am  Muhammad,  Ahmad,  al-Muqaffl  [the  Last],  al- 
Hashir  [the  collector  with  whose  compliance  the  people 
will  be  collected  on  the  day  of  Resurrection],  the  Prophet  of 
Repentance  and  the  Prophet  of  Mercy.10 

Reported  by  Muslim. 


1.4  Allah  Sent  the  Prophet  ^ as  Mercy 


Just  as  he  is  the  Prophet  of  Mercy,  the  Prophet  Jk  was  also  sent  as 

mercy  for  the  worlds.  Abu  Hurayra  ^ reported, 

) 


plj  dool  ^ (jl  :J15  .fjS ^iUl  t4)l  J \j  1 jii 


t'*  , > 0 > 


Someone  said,  ‘O  Allah’s  Messenger!  Invoke  a curse  upon 
the  pagans,’  but  the  Prophet  $ replied,  T was  not  sent  as  a 

19  Qur’an  2.1:107. 

20  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Fada'il  [The  Virtues],  Ch.:  “On 
the  Prophet’s  Names  Jk,”  4:1828  §2355. 
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. curser;  I was  only  sent  as  mercy.521 

Salman  reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

He  only  sent  me  as  mercy  for  the  worlds.22 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud,  and  alTabaranl,  with  an 
excellent  chain  of  transmission.  The  source  of  this  hadith  is 
found  in  the  collections  of  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim  with  another 
route  of  transmission. 


1.5  Allah  Made  the  Prophet  Mercy  Gifted  to 
the  Worlds 


Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said  about  himself  that  he  is  mercy  from  Allah 
gifted  to  the  whole  world.  Abu  Hurayra  ^ reported  that  Allah’s 
Messenger  $ said, 


.i\j£  & j €\  ipi  t \$  1; 

O people!  Indeed,  I am  mercy  gifted  (to  the  worlds).23 


21  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sabth:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  sila  wa  al-adab  [On  Piety, 
Familial  Integration,  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Invoking 
Curses  Against  Creatures  and  Other  Things,”  4:2006  §2599;  •al-Bukharl  in 
al-Adab  al-mufrad , 119  §321;  •Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 11:35  §6174;  *Abu 
Nucaym  in  Dala'il  al-nubuwwa , 1:40  §2;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Sbucab  al-Tman , 2:144 
§1403;  *Ibn  cAsakir  in  Tartkb  Dimashq , 4:92;  •al-Husaynl  in  al-Bayan  wa  al- 
ta'rlf,  1:283  §754;  #Ibn  Kathlr  in  Taf sir  al- Qur'an  al-^Azim , 3:202. 

zz  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  5:268,  4375522361,  23757; 
•Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Sunna  [The  Sunna],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition 
of  Maligning  the  Companions  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  4:215  54^59; 
•al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mifjam  al-kabir , 8:196  57803;  •Abu  Nucaym  in  DalaHl 
al-nubuwwa , 1:4  $1;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targbib  wa  al-tarhib , 3:181  §3583; 
•Ibn  Rajab  in  Jamic  aWulum  wa  al-bika?n , 1:415;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majmac 
al-zawaHd , 5:69;  •al-Suyuti  in  al-Durr  al-mantbur , 5:688. 

23  Set  forth  by  •al-Dariml  in  the  introduction  of  al-Sunan , section,  “How  the 
Prophet’s  Affair  Was  in  the  Beginning  1:21  $10;  *Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al- 
Musannaf , 6:325  531782;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 1:91  $100;  •al-QudaT 
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According  to  al-Hakim  and  Dhahabi  it  is  an  authentic  tradition; 
it  is  also  reported  by  al-Bazzar  and  al-Tabaranl. 


1.6  The  Prophet’s  Mercy  is  from  Allah’s  Mercy 

The  mercy  that  Allah  honoured  His  Prophet  ife  with  is  not  acquired. 
Nor  was  it  obtainable  by  Allah’s  Messenger  through  acts  of  spiritual 
vigour  and  effort.  It  was  solely  bestowed  by  Allah  and  made  an 
innate  trait  in  the  Prophet  0 from  the  day  of  his  creation.  Allah  4®! 
said, 


# (O  My  Esteemed  Beloved!)  What  a mercy  of  Allah  that  you 
are  lenient  with  them Z^24 


1.7  Allah  Made  the  Prophet  Mercy  for  the 
Believers 


If  the  Exalted  Prophet  ^ is  mercy  for  the  worlds,  which  include 
humanity,  and  if  he  was  sent  as  mercy  and  sent  with  mercy,  how  is 
he  with  his  community?  Allah  $$1  and  His  compassionate  Messenger 
both  mentioned  that  he  is  mercy  to  his  people.  Allah  said. 


„ y £ > ^ 

> V ’ l \ »«  Hf  • 1 1 >.*,  , s\t  i *>  , .tf  ) >♦ 

jr J4  csr' 

\yd»\'s.  Jjjjd 


^And  amongst  these  (hypocrites)  are  also  those  who  hurt 
(the  Esteemed)  Messerlger  (blessings  and  peace  be  upon  him) 
and  say:  “He  is  only  an  ear  (believes  everything  he  hears ).” 
Say : “He  is  all  ears  to  what  is  good  for  you;  he  believes  in 
Allah  and  hai  faith  in  (what)  the  believers  (say)  and  is  mercy 


in  Musnad  al-Shihab , 2:189-190  §1160-1161-;  •al-Jabarani  in  al-Mucjam  al- 
awsat , 3:223  §2981  and  in  al-Mucjam  al-saghir , 1:168  §264;  •al-Bayhaql  in 
Shucab  al-Tman , 2:143-144  §§§1402,  1404,  1445;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma<i 
al-zawcTid , 8:257. 

2,4  .'Qur’an  3:159. 
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for  those  of  you  who  have  embraced  faith .”£25 

1.8  Allah  Made  the  Prophet  ^ Clement  and 
Compassionate  to  the  Believers 


Allah  also  made  the  Prophet  $ full  of  compassion  for  the  believers. 
The  word  for  merciful,  rahim , is  on  the  morphological  pattern  [wazn\ 
of  facif  which  is  hyperbolic  and  indicative  of  his  immense  compassion 
for  his  people.  Furthermore,  Allah  ascribed  to  him  another 
description,  that  of  ra'uf  which  indicates  the  epitome  of  clemency 
and  kindness.  This  is  why  Allah  named  the  Prophet  both  clement  and 
merciful  (Ra'iif  and  Rahim). 

Allah  ,0*  said, 


\j>  4lLL Cr  ^===^JL>\  f ctz=>'sX~>- 


i Surely , a (Glorious)  Messenger  from  amongst  yourselves 
has  come  to  you.  Your  suffering  and  distress  (becomes) 
grievously  heavy  on  him  (blessings  and  peace  be  upon  him). 
(O  mankind y)  he  is  ardently  desirous  of  your  (betterment 
and  guidance.  And)  he  is  most  (deeply)  clement  and  merciful 
to  the  believers .$z6 


If  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ is  mercy  to  the  worlds,  he  is  mercy  to 
his  community  a fortiori.  Nay,  in  addition  to  being  mercy  for  his 
community,  he  is  clement  and  compassionate  toward  it  as  well.  There 
is  no  mercy  that  surpasses  this  and  there  is  no  objective  beyond  it.  This 
is  how  the  Prophet  & was  recognized  among  his  Companions 
Malik  b.  al-Huwayrith  ^ said, 


till]  jL*  0 JLp  lllili  ij 4)1  J jL j Cf\ 

A Li' 


We  were  a group  of  youth  of  similar  ages  and  we  all  went  to 


25  Ibid.,  9:61. 
2,6  Ibid.,  9:128. 
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Allah’s  Messenger  and  stayed  with  him  for  twenty  nights. 
Allah’s  Messenger  was  compassionate  and  gentle. 2 7 

Agreed  upon  and  this  is  the  wording  of  Muslim. 


1.9  The  Prophet  is  Nearer  to  the  Believers  than 
Their  Own  Selves 


Another  example  of  the  Prophet’s  immense  mercy  for  his  people  is  the 
fact  that  he  is  nearer  to  the  believers  than  their  own  selves,  and  that 
his  wives,  in  their  rank  and  honour,  are  like  the  believers’  mothers. 
Allah  0*  said, 


Jr? 


4This  (Esteemed)  Prophet  is  nearer  to  and  has  a greater 
claim  on  the  believers  than  their  own  souls  and  his  (pure) 
wives  are  their  mothers. 


Abu  Hurayra  ^ reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

• 1 Jji  ui 

I am  nearer  to  the  believers  than  their  own  selves.29 


Agreed  upon. 


Jabir  described  the  Prophet’s  discourse  and  reported  that  he 
would  say, 


27  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Adhan  [The  Adhan],  Ch.:  “On 
the  Adhan  for  the  Traveler  if  There  is  a Congregation,”  1:226  §605;  •Muslim 
in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Masajid  [The  Mosques],  Ch.:  “Who  has  More  Right  to  the 
Imamate,”  1:564  §674. 

28  Qur'an  33:6. 

29  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Kafala  [The  Guarantees],  Ch.: 

“On  Debt,”  2:805  #Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Bk.:  al-Fara'id  [The  Estate 

Division],  Ch.:  “Whoever  Leaves  Behind  Wealth  then  it  is  For  His  Heirs,” 
3:1237  §1619. 
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I am  nearer  to  each  believer  than  his  own  self.30 
Reported  by  Muslim. 


The  Prophet’s  position  as  a protector  and  patron  is  not  simply 
reserved  for  the  believers  in  this  life.  It  is  continuous  in  this  life  and 
the  Next  as  well.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j^,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ 
said, 


There  is  not  a single  believer  save  that  I am  nearer  to  him  in 
this  life  and  in  the  Next.31 


Agreed  upon  and  this  the  wording  of  al-Bukhan. 


Now,  if  the  Prophet  0,  is  nearer  to  the  believers  than  their  own 
selves  in  this  life  and  the  Next,  how  then  will  his  mercy,  clemency, 
kindness,  concern  and  compassion  be  for  them? 


30  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Jumu'a  [The  Friday  Prayer],  Ch.” 
“Shortening  the  Prayer  and  the  Sermon,”  2:592  §867;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad , 3:310  §14373;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  Said  al-cidayn  [The 
Two  Eid  Prayers],  Ch.:  “On  How  the  Sermon  is  Given,”  3:188  §1578,  also  in 
al-Sunan  al-kubra , 1:550  §1786;  #Ibn  Majah  in  the  introduction  to  al-Sunan , 
Section,  “Abstinence  from  Blameworthy  Innovation  and  Argumentation,” 
1:17  §45;  •Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih,  1:186  §10;  •al-Jabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al - 
awsat , 3:160  §9418,  and  in  •al-Mucjam  al-kabir , 3:100  §8531;  *Abu  Yacla  in 
al-Musnad , 4:85,  90  §§2111,  2119;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 3:206 
§5544* 

31  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-lstiqrad  wa  ada 5 al-duyun  wa 
al-hijr  wa  al-taflis  [The  Loans,  Repayment  of  Debts,  Rent,  and  Bankruptcy], 
Ch.:  “Prayer  Over  One  Who  Leaves  a Debt  Behind,”  2:845  §2.2 .69,  and  in  Bk.: 
al-Tafstr  [The  Qur'anic  Exegesis],  Ch.:  '\The  Prophet  is  closer  to  the  believers 
than  their  own  selves'^”  4:1795  §4503;  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-ParaHd 
[The  Inheritance],  Ch.:  “Whoever  Leaves  Behind  Wealth  Then  it  is  For  His 
Heirs,”  3:1238  §1619;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:334  §8399;  #cAbd 
al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf , 8:291  §15261;  *Abu  cAwana  in  al-Musnad , 3:445 
§5630;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubrd , 6:238  §12148;  »Ibn  Kathlr  in  Tafsir 
al-Qur'an  al-cAzim , 3:469. 
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i.io  The  Prophet  0 is  Nearer  to  the  Other 
Prophets  Than  They  are  to  Their  Respective 
Communities 


In  addition  to  being  nearer  to  the  believers  than  their  own  selves, 
Allah  has  made  him  worthier  of  the  past  Prophets  2#  than  they 
are  to  their  respective  people.  What  can  be  said  of  someone  who  is 
even  worthier  of  the  other  Prophets?  The  accounts  of  the  most  famous 
of  the  Prophets— Ibrahim,  followed  by  Musa  and  Tsa  £$ — are  given 
here. 

Allah  said, 


ill  I ij  Ijllli  JjjjJlj  '^3  i dd 


dj 


4 Certainly , the  nearest  of  the  people  to  Ibrahim  (Abraham), 
(and  the  most  deserving)  are  those  who  have  followed  him 
(in  his  Din  [Religion]).  And  (they)  are  no  other  than  this 
Messenger  (blessings  and  peace  be  upon  him)  and  those 
who  have  believed  (in  him).  And  Allah  is  the  Helper  of  the 
believers.}*1 

Ibn  'Abbas  % said, 


1 lj.ll.li  tiljjilp  j ^ fj~>\  {J* 

ud.J  4^  ■‘Q*  0* 

JJf  yj  :*  A jjij  Jia  &S  ZjX  ys  £ 

• - /T  ' > 


. *•  s > 


<Jj'  Jj 


The  Prophet  ^ came  to  Medina  and  found  the  Jews  fasting 
on  the  day  of  ‘Ashura’.  When  he  asked  them  concerning  this, 


32  Qur'an  3:68. 
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they  replied,  ‘It  is  the  day  on  which  Allah  drowned  Pharaoh 
and  saved  Musa,  so  we  fast  this  day  out  of  glorification  of 
Allah  j©*.’  The  Prophet  & said,  ‘We  have  more  right  and  are 
nearer  to  Musa  than  you.’  Then  the  Prophet  ^ enjoined  the 
people  to  observe  fast  on  that  day. 

In  another  narration  of  this  incident,  the  Prophet  $ said,  “I 
am  nearer  to  Musa  than  they  are.”33 


Agreed  upon. 


Abu  Hurayra  reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger  & said, 


I am  nearer  to  cIsa  b.  Maryam  in  this  life  and  the  Next.34 
Agreed  upon  and  this  is  the  wording  of  al-Bukharl. 


i.ii  The  Prophet’s  Quality  of  Humility 

Allah  jig*  described  His  noble  Messenger  & as  being  compassionate 
and  full  of  pity  and  mercy  to  the  worlds.  Despite  that,  Allah 
ordered  the  Prophet  to  be  humble  toward  the  believers,  and  that  was 
manifested  clearly  in  the  Prophet’s  interactions  with  others.  Allah 
Js*  said, 


33  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-SahTh:  Bk.:  Manaqib  al-art$ar  [On  the 
Exemplary  Virtues  of  the  An§ar],  Ch.:  “The  Jews’  Visit  to  the  Prophet  & When 
He  Arrived  in  Medina,”  3:1244  §3215;  •Muslim  in  al-$ahTh : Bk.:  al-$iyam 
[The  Fasting],  Ch.:  “Fasting  on  the  Day  of  'Ashura’,”  2:795  SSII3°- 

34  Ibid.,  Bk.:  Ahadith  al-anbiya 1 [The  Narrations  of  the  Prophets],  Ch.:  “On 
Allah’s  Statement,  ^Mention  in  the  Book , Maryam  when  she  withdrew  from 
her  family}  ” 3:1270  §3259;  •Muslim  in  al-$ahth:  Bk.:  al-Fada'il  [The  Virtues], 
Ch.:  “The  Virtues  of  Tsa  b.  Maryam  tSh”  4:i837  §2.365, 
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4And  surely  We  have  bestowed  upon  you  the  seven  oft- 
recited  Verses  (i.e.,  Chapter  al-Fatiha)  and  the  Glorious 
Qur'an.  Do  not  even  lift  your  eyes  towards  the  things  with 
which  We  have  benefitted  the  disbelievers  for  their  (few 
days ’)  luxury,  nor  grieve  over  their  ( turning  away  from  the 
straight  path),  and  keep  your  wings  (of  affection  and  care) 
lowered  over  the  believers  (to  make  them  feel  contented  and 
cared  for).  And  say:  “Indeed,  I am  (now)  the  open  and  clear 
Warner  (of  Allah's  torment)  ”}35 

Allah  0i  also  said, 


\And,  (O  Esteemed  Beloved,)  warn  your  close  relatives 
(of  Our  torment).  And  extend  your  (merciful,  kind  and 
supporting)  hand  to  those  believers  who  follow  you.}36 

The  latter  two  verses  are  similar  to  the  former  set  of  verses:  they 
explain  that  the  Prophet  H is  mercy,  but  they  also  add  the  additional 
quality  of  being  a warner  (nadhir).  To  be  a warner  implies  that  there 
is  mercy,  for  were  it  not  for  the  presence  of  mercy,  he  would  not  have 
warned  his  people. 

i.i2  The  Prophet  0 was  Neither  Stern  nor  Harsh 

Allah  0*  informed  us  that  His  Exalted  Prophet  was  neither  stern  nor 
hard-hearted.  Had  he  been  either,  the  people  would  have  fled  from 
his  presence.  The  noble  description  is  found  in  the  early  Scriptures 
that  describe  the  Prophet  gj|L  The  lofty  rank  of  this  description  can  be 
appreciated  if  we  come  to  know  the  state  of  the  people  to  whom  the 
Prophet  ^ was  sent  and  to  whom  he  delivered  his  address. 

Allah  0*  said, 

35  Qur'an  15:87-89. 

36  Ibid.,  26:214-215. 
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j <3iy~  & 


{(O  My  Esteemed  Beloved!)  What  a mercy  of  Allah  that 
you  are  lenient  with  them ! Had  you  been  stern  and  hard- 
hearted, people  would  have  deserted,  scattering  away  from 
around  you.  So  pardon  them,  and  pray  for  their  forgiveness, 
and  consult  them  in  (important)  matters 


This  is  Allah  informing  us  of  the  mercy  of  His  Beloved  and  Intimate 
Friend  £ and  his  noble  character  and  immense  humility  and  mercy. 
cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  & was  once  asked  about  the  description  of  the 

Prophet  in  the  Torah.  He  said, 

(j  oLf  J j>d 

cJl  i5>j  S*  >a^i  ^ 

^ h , L J4J 

■ '*  ui;  # :$o  oP'j  c?1-  * 4^ 


Cpt  *<u)i  'Ji  jt  ~ 


o„>  * 


Yes.  By  Allah,  he  is  described  in  the  Torah  with  some  of  his 
attributes  mentioned  in  the  Qur’an,  4O  (Esteemed)  Prophet! 
Surely,  We  have  sent  you  as  a Witness  (to  the  truth  and 
the  creation),  a Bearer  of  glad  tidings  (of  the  beauty  of  the 
Hereafter)  and  a Warner  (of  the  torment  in  the  Hereafter ■)) 
[Q-33:45]j  and  a protection  for  the  unlettered.  You  are  My 
slave  and  Messenger.  I have  named  you  al-Mutawakkal  [the 
trustworthy  one]  who  is  neither  bilious  nor  callous,  nor  loud 
in  the  markets.  He  does  not  react  to  a wrong  action  with  a 
wrong  action;  rather  he  pardons  and  forgives.  Allah  will  not 


J/  Ibid.,  3:159- 
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take  him  back  to  Himself  until  He  has  made  through  him 
the  crooked  community  straight  so  that  they  say,  “There  is 
no  God  but  Allah,”  and  with  that  they  will  open  blind  eyes, 
deaf  ears  and  covered  (polluted)  hearts.38 

1. 13  The  Prophet’s  Avidity  for  the  Believers’ 
Welfare 

Another  example  of  the  Prophet’s  mercy — especially  for  the  believers — 
is  his  keenness  for  their  welfare,  his  traumatic  grief  when  one  of  them 
is  met  with  a tribulation,  his  pity  for  them,  and  his  avidity  for  their 
guidance  and  salvation  and  deliverance  from  what  they  dread.  So 
much  was  his  keenness  for  others  that  Allah  would  console  him  and 
instruct  him  that  he  should  not  bring  harm  to  his  blessed  self  or  die  out 
of  grief  and  worry  for  them.  Allah  said, 


4 Surely , a (Glorious)  Messenger  from  amongst  yourselves 
has  come  to  you.  Your  suffering  and  distress  (becomes) 
grievously  heavy  on  him  (blessings  and  peace  be  upon  him). 
(O  mankind ,)  he  is  ardently  desirous  of  your  (betterment 
and  guidance.  And)  he  is  most  (deeply)  clement  and  merciful 
to  the  believers.}39 


38  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-Buyuc  [The  Transactions], 
Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Being  Loud  and  Boisterous  in  the  Marketplace,” 
2:747  §2018,  and  in  Bk .:  al-Taf sir  [The  Qur’anic  Exegesis],  Ch.:  “On  the 
Verse  ^ Certainly  We  have  sent  you  as  a witness , a giver  of  glad  tidings , and 
a warner }”  4:1831  §4558,  and  in  •al-Adab  al-mufrad , 95  §2.46;  •Ahmad  b. 
Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:174  §6622;  •al-Dariml  in  al-Sunan , 1:16  §6;  •Abu 
Nucaym  in  Hilya  al-Awliyd\  5:387;  *lbn  Sacd  in  al-Tabaqdt  al-Kubrd , 1:360- 
362;  •al-BayhaqT  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 7:45  §13079,  and  in  •Shucab  al-Jman , 
2:137  §1410,  and  in  • al-Vtiqad , 1:256;  •al-Maqdis!  in  al-Ahadlth  al-mukhtara, 
9:460  §435;  •al-Tabari  in  Jamic  al-bayan , 9:83;  •Ibn  Kathlr  in  Tafs Jr  al- Qur'an 
al-AzTm>  2:254. 

39  Qur'an  9:128. 
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Allah  also  said, 

<4(0  Venerable  Beloved!)  Will  you  put  your  (dear)  life  at 
stake  with  the  traumatic  grief  for  them  if  they  do  not  put 
faith  in  this  Word  (of  Allah)?  $ A0 

Allah  0*  also  said, 

^(ji (j).  0^-4-yC>-  p ^ ijXuAxJU  jj  ^ 

$Let  not  your  soul  waste  away  in  grief  for  them.  Surely, 
Allah  is  Best  Aware  of  whatever  they  do.^J 


And, 


<(And,  (O  Esteemed  Beloved,)  do  not  grieve  (over  what  they 
say),  nor  ( undergo ) distress  at  the  deceitful  and  treacherous 
activities  which  they  are  carrying  out.$*z 


All  these  verses  point  to  the  Prophet’s  vast  mercy,  for  were  it  not  for 
his  mercy,  he  would  not  have  suffered  the  grief  that  he  suffered. 

1. 14  The  Prophet  Lightened  the  Burden  upon 
His  Community 


Another  manifestation  of  the  Prophet’s  mercy  is  the  fact  that  he  removed 
the  burdens  that  were  upon  his  people  and  the  other  communities  to 
whom  he  addressed  with  his  message.  Allah  said, 


4 U J&s  j&jte  &i\  ^p\  j ^)\  5 

P SJS  J,  ftjk  ^J.%  Jijjat 


40  Ibid.,  18:6. 

41  Ibid.,  35:8. 

42  Ibid.,  27:70. 
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<^  (They  are  the  people)  who  follow  the  Messenger,  the  Prophet 
(titled  as)  al-Ummi  (who  imparts  to  the  people  from  Allah 
the  news  of  the  unseen  and  knowledge  and  secrets  of  socio- 
economic disciplines  of  life  without  himself  being  taught  by 
any  human  in  the  world);  whose  (eminent  attributes  and 
exquisite  powers)  these  people  find  written  in  the  Torah  and 
the  Injil  (Gospel);  who  enjoins  on  them  virtues  and  forbids 
them  vices,  declares  wholesome  things  lawful  and  impure 
ones  unlawful  for  them  and  removes  from  them  their  heavy 
burdens  and  yokes  (i.e.,  shackles)  weighing  upon  them 
(due  to  their  acts  of  disobedience  and  blesses  them  with 
freedom).  £>43 

It  eminently  clears  the  difference  between  the  Prophet’s  actions 
and  legislations  and  the  state  of  the  previous  nations.  The  removal 
of  shackles  includes:  cancellation  of  the  punishment  of  death  for  the 
person  if  the  victim’s  heirs  agree  to  accept  blood-money;  prayer  in 
any  clean  location;  the  sufficiency  of  repentance  and  remorse;  the 
legality  of  dry-ablution  when  water  is  not  available  or  is  difficult  to 
use;  removal  of  the  punishment  [in  the  grave]  for  one  who  does  not 
safeguard  himself  from  urine  dropping  on  his  clothing  or  skin  (it  being 
sufficient  to  wash  the  affected  location  with  water);  the  removal  of 
sin  from  one  who  errs  or  forgets  or  is  coerced;  the  dispensation  [for 
husband  and  close  male  relatives]  to  mix  with  menstruating  women; 
and  many  other  things  that  were  considered  unlawful  among  the 
previous  communities. 


1. 15  Allah  Made  the  Prophet  a Source  of  Peace 
and  Protection  for  Humanity 

Allah  made  His  venerable  Prophet  a source  of  peace  and 
protection  for  humanity,  protecting  them  from  the  punishment  and 


43  Ibid.,  7:157. 
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destruction  that  befell  the  previous  nations.  When  the  previous  nations 
were  destroyed,  their  entire  populations  perished  as  a result  of  their 
Prophets5  supplications  against  them,  or  as  a result  of  their  own  denial 
of  the  Prophets.  When  the  final  Prophet  0 was  sent,  this  type  of  far- 
reaching  punishment  was  erased. 

Allah  jg*  said, 


\And , (in  truth,  the  matter  is  that)  it  is  not  Allah's  Glory 
to  torment  them,  whilst  you  (O  Venerable  Beloved)  are 
also  (present)  amongst  them . Nor  would  Allah  torment 
them  whilst  they  are  engaged  in  supplicating  Him  for 
forgiveness .£>44 

This  verse  was  revealed  when  Abu  Jahl  said, 


<{  “O  Allah!  If  this  (Qur'an)  is  really  the  truth  from  Your  side, 


then  rain  down  upon  us  stones  from  the  sky  (for  disobeying 


it),  or  seize  us  with  some  grievous  torment”  k45 

So  Allah  has  given  them  two  sources  of  security:  the  presence  of 
Allah’s  Messenger  ^ and  the  act  of  seeking  forgiveness. 


44  Ibid.,  8:33. 

45  Ibid.,  8:32. 


This  has  been  mentioned  in  the  agreed  upon  hadith  reported  by  Anas  b. 


Malik  [Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Tafsfr  [The  Qur’anic 
Exegesis],  Ch.:  “ Sura  al-Anfal , Verse  \And  [remember]  when  they  said,  O 
Allah ! If  this  is  really  the  truth  from  Yom...^,”  4:1704-1705  §437154372; 
♦Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  Si  fat  al-munafiqin  [The  Traits  of  the  Hypocrites], 
Ch.:  “On  Allah’s  Statement,  ^ Allah  was  not  about  to  punish  them  while  you 
were  in  their  midst}  ” 4:2154  §2796.] 
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i. i 6 The  Prophet’s  Continued  Supplication  for  His 
People  in  His  Worldly  Life  and  After  His  Passing 


It  is  not  known  of  any  other  Messenger  who  supplicated  for  his  people 
as  much  as  the  final  Messenger  of  Allah  ^ did  for  his  community. 
His  prayers  for  them  would  sometimes  involve  weeping — this  is  yet 
another  proof  of  the  Prophet’s  avidity  and  mercy  for  the  Umma.  The 
revealed  texts  that  speak  about  the  Prophet’s  prayers  for  his  people  are 
too  many  to  enumerate. 

Allah’s  Messenger  prayed  for  this  community  that  it  gains 
forgiveness,  mercy,  victory,  firmness,  and  protection  from  destruction, 
whether  through  drowning  or  famine  or  takeover  by  disbelievers. 

In  addition  to  his  prayers  for  his  people,  the  Prophet  also 
pardoned  the  pagans  who  forayed  him  during  the  battle  of  Uhud.  He 
said, 


O Allah!  Forgive  my  people,  for  they  know  not.46 


On  one  occasion, 


\^>Ij  ^j\  ! Jli  )1  Jp  £o!  <J U ! 


^ * ; > 
. “ * 


A man  said,  “O  Allah’s  Messenger!  Invoke  a curse  upon 
the  pagans,”  but  the  Prophet  ^ replied,  “I  was  not  sent  as  a 
curser;  I was  only  sent  as  mercy.”47 


46  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-$ahih:  Bk.:  al-Anbiyd * [On  the  Prophets], 
Ch.:  “The  Hadith  About  the  Cave,”  3:1282  §3290;  •Muslim  in  al-$ahjh:  Bk,: 
al-Jihad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving  and  Military  Expeditions],  Ch.:  “On  the 
Battle  of  Uhud,”  3:1417  §1792.;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:453  §4331; 
•Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Fitan  [On  Tribulations],  Ch.:  “Patience  with 
Affliction,”  2:1335  §4025;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 9:131  §5x05;  •al-Bazzar 
in  al-Musnad , 5:106-107  §1686. 

47  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  §ila  wa  al-adab  [On  Piety, 
Familial  Integration,  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Invoking 
Curses  Against  Creatures  and  Other  Things,”  4:2006  §2599;  •al-Bukharl  in 
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In  fact,  Allah’s  Messenger 
would  pray, 


^ would  pray  for  their  guidance.  He 


c/\j  L .ul 


“O  Allah!  Guide  [the  tribe  of]  Daws  and  bring  them  [to  the 
straight  path]!”48  Reported  by  Muslim. 


Allah  0*  made  the  life  of  His  noble  Prophet  altruistic  and  merciful 
for  his  community.  Their  deeds  are  presented  to  him;  if  he  finds  good, 
he  praises  Allah  and  if  he  finds  other  than  that,  he  seeks  forgiveness 
for  them. 


1. 17  The  Fact  That  the  Prophet  ^ Was  a Warner 
Implies  Mercy 

When  someone  warns  his  folk  of  something,  especially  if  it  is  an 
impending  disaster,  his  motivation  for  warning  them  is  his  keenness 
and  concern  for  them  and  his  mercy  and  pity  toward  them,  lest  they 
suffer  affliction.  If  someone  did  not  care  what  happens  to  a people,  he 
would  not  warn  them. 

Since  Allah’s  Messenger  was  a Messenger  sent  to  entire  humanity, 
and  since  he  is  Mercy  to  the  worlds  and  is  compassionate  and  kind  to 
the  believers,  he  is  also  a warner  and  a bringer  of  glad  tidings  to  all  of 
humanity  as  well.  The  Prophet’s  message  was  not  only  for  his  people 
among  Quraysh,  or  the  Arabs,  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  His  mercy, 
softness,  kindness,  gentleness,  clemency  and  selflessness  pursued 
welfare  all  over  the  globe. 

al-Adab  al-mufrad,  119  §321;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  11:35  §6174;  *Abii 
Nu'aym  in  Dala'il al-nubuwwa,  1:40  §2;  *al-BayhaqI  in  Shu‘ab  al-iman,  2:144 
§1403;  »Ibn  ‘Asakir  in  Tarikh  Dimasbq,  4:92;  »Ibn  Kathlr  in  Tafstr  al- Qur'an 
al-'Aztm,  3:202. 

48  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Jihad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving 
and  Military  Expeditions],  Ch.:  “On  Praying  for  the  Guidance  of  the  Idolaters 
in  order  to  Reconcile  Their  Hearts,”  3:1073  §2779;  •Muslim  in  al-$ahih:  Bk.: 
Fada’il  al-$ahaba  [The  Virtues  of  the  Companions],  Ch.:  “From  the  Virtues  of 
Ghifar,  Aslam,  Juhayna,  Ashja',  Muzina,  Daws,  and  Tay’,  4:1957  §2524;  *al- 
Tabaranl  in  al-Mu.'-jam  al-kabir,  8:326  §8219;  and  in  Musnad  al-Shamiyym, 
4:296  §3352. 
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Allah  Jga  said, 

Si)  diilL-jl 

(O  Esteemed  Prophet J We  have  not  sent  you  but  as 
a Bearer  of  the  glad  tidings  and  as  a Warner  to  the  entire 
mankind ,^49 


And  He  said. 


& ^ 
3 jt^A  ^==>s\>-  JoL2  Jo  jj  up-li-  li  I j jJH  <j| 


4 O People  of  the  Book!  Indeed,  Our  (Last)  Prophet  has 
come  to  you  (at  the  juncture)  when  (the  chain  of)  Messengers’ 
succession  is  breaking  off,  and  he  expounds  to  you  (Our 
commands  and  injunctions)  with  ample  clarity,  (because) 
you  may  (by  way  of  excuse)  say:  “There  has  come  to  us  no 
Bearer  of  good  news  or  a Warner.”  (Now  this  excuse  of 
yours  has  also  lost  ground  because)  undoubtedly,  (the  Final) 
Bearer  of  glad  tidings  and  Warner  has  come  to  you.).50 


He  also  said, 


4.0  (Esteemed)  Prophet!  Surely,  We  have  sent  you  as  a 
Witness  (to  the  truth  and  the  creation),  a Bearer  of  glad 
tidings  (of  the  beauty  of  the  Hereafter)  and  a Warner  (of  the 
torment  in  the  Hereafter),  and  (as)  an  Inviter  towards  Allah 
by  His  command  and  as  a Sun  spreading  Light.)51 

Notice  how  Allah  described  the  Prophet  ^ as  a luminous  lamp  and 


49  Qur’an  34:28. 

50  Ibid.,  5:19. 

51  Ibid.,  33:45-46. 
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not  a burning  lamp — as  the  sun  is  described.  This  is  because  of  his 
mercy  to  the  Creation.  Had  he  been  described  as  a burning  lamp,  there 
would  have  been  less  benefit  and  more  harm;  however,  Allah  £»  chose 
for  His  Prophet  a description  that  applies  to  the  sun  (that  he  is  a lamp), 
and  one  that  applies  to  the  moon  (that  he  is  luminous)— and  this  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Creation  and  mercy  for  them. 

Allah  has  made  the  Prophet  a bearer  of  glad  tidings  and  a warner 
for  all  the  communities  on  earth.  Whoever  obeys  him  receives  the  glad 
tidings  of  Paradise,  mercy  and  forgiveness,  and  whoever  disobeys  him 
is  warned  of  Allah’s  punishment,  chastisement  and  Hellfire.  According 
to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 


u $ .ijtf  P*  P'j  P $ 


^ . I**  yj!i  J £2  p Pj  P'P 

0 \yZ&  cj&l  ^ 


My  example  and  the  example  of  the  people  is  that  of  a man 
who  made  a fire,  and  when  it  lighted  what  was  around  it, 
moths  and  other  insects,  started  falling  into  the  fire.  The  man 
tried  (his  best)  to  prevent  them  (from  falling  into  the  fire)  but 
they  overpowered  him  and  rushed  into  the  fire.  Similarly,  I 
take  hold  of  the  knots  at  your  waist  (belts)  to  prevent  you 
from  falling  into  the  fire,  but  you  insist  on  falling  into  itT 
Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 


Abu  Musa  al-Asfrarl  reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger  £ said, 

(.yZu  Pp cL>lj : Jlii  p p^  Jp.  pJ  P 

» /•  & **  ^ 

^ I Jh 


52  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Riqaq  [The  Heart  Softening 
Narrations],  Ch.:  “Eschewing  Disobedience,”  5:2.3 79 
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I and  the  message  with  which  Allah  has  entrusted  me  are  like 
a man  who  goes  to  a people  and  says,  ‘I  saw  an  army  with  my 
own  eyes,  and  I am  a plain  warner  to  you — save  yourselves, 
save  yourselves!’  So  a group  of  people  obey  him  and  escape 
by  night,  and  are  thus  saved,  while  another  group  belies  him 
and  remains  in  their  place,  and  is  thus  overrun  by  the  army.53 
Agreed  upon. 

1.18  The  Relationship  between  the  Splitting  Open 
of  the  Prophet’s  Chest  and  Mercy 

The  incident  in  which  Jibrll'j®  split  open  the  Prophet’s  chest  is 
considered  mass-transmitted— whether  it  refers  to  the  splitting  that 
took  place  when  he  was  young,  or  during  his  youth,  or  during  the 
night  of  the  miraculous  ascension  and  night  journey.  This  incident 
is  recorded  in  the  two  authentic  collections  of  al-Bukharl,  Muslim 
and  others.  In  each  narration,  Jibrll  takes  a spot  or  a clot  from  the 
heart  of  Allah’s  Messenger  & and  washes  his  blessed  heart  with 
the  water  of  Zamzam  and  fills  it  with  faith  and  wisdom.  And  since 
every  event  reflects  outward,  this  incident  is  reflected  in  the  Prophet’s 
mercy  and  kindness  toward  the  creation.  This  is  especially  true  if  we 
consider  the  second  instance  when  this  splitting  occurred.  The  second 
time  it  occurred,  his  heart  was  filled  with  mercy,  and  so  he  became 
an  embodiment  of  mercy  to  the  creation— to  young  and  old,  to  the 

ignorant  and  coarse,  to  humans  and  animals  and  to  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked. 

*•*9  The  Relationship  between  Mercy  and  Sublime 
Character 

Allah  s Messenger  ^ gathered  between  mercy  and  sublime  character. 
This  is  manifested  in  the  Prophet’s  life  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
differentiate  between  the  two.  The  fact  that  there  exists  this  subtle 
relationship  between  his  quality  of  mercy  and  his  sublime  character 
means  that  the  Prophet  possesses  every  virtue  and  has  attained 


S3  Ibid.,  5:2378  §6117;  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-FadaHl  [The  Exemplary 
Virtues],  Ch.:  “The  Prophet’s  Kindness  toward  His  Umma 4:1788  §§2283. 
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every  lofty  degree.  This  is  why  the  Prophet  is  the  best  exemplar  for 
the  entire  Creation. 


1.20  It  is  a Mercy  of  Allah  that  He  Took  the  Soul 
of  His  Prophet  before  His  People 


One  of  the  manifestations  of  Allah’s  mercy  to  this  community  is  the 
fact  that  He  took  His  Prophet’s  soul  before  it.  That  was  so  because 
the  Umma  could  have  a harbinger  and  predecessor  in  the  Hereafter. 
This  would  not  have  occurred  had  the  Prophet  ^ passed  after  his 
people,  whereby  he  would  witness  its  punishment,  which  would  be 
incongruous  to  mercy.  According  to  Abu  Mus|  al-AshcarI  j^,  Allah’s 
Messenger  said, 


d Sljl  111  <i)l  jl 

cLp-j-P  <Lol  .iljl  LaJL^^  11? ji 

. I to jj JJ?  <C~p  JSli  i jAj 


When  Allah  jg*  intends  to  show  mercy  to  an  Umma  from 
His  servants.  He  takes  the  soul  of  its  Prophet  and  makes  him 
a harbinger  and  predecessor  in  the  Hereafter;  and  when  He 
intends  to  destroy  an  Umma , He  punishes  it  while  its  Prophet 
is  alive  and  He  destroys  it  as  he  [the  Prophet]  witnesses  it, 
and  he  cools  his  eyes  by  destruction  as  they  had  belied  him 
and  disobeyed  his  command.54 

Reported  by  Muslim. 


i. 21  The  Prophet’s  Mercy  toward  the  Jinn 

Just  as  the  Prophet’s  mercy  is  for  humans  and  animals,  it  is  also  for  the 
jinn,  the  vegetable  kingdom,  the  animal  kingdom  and  everything,  as 
understood  from  Allah’s  words, 


<<* J£i3  Sfi  dbsbjl  uj> 


54  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-Fada'il  [The  Exemplary  Virtues], 
Ch.:  “When  Allah  Intends  Mercy  for  an  Umma  He  Takes  its  Prophet’s  Soul 
before  It,”  4:1791  §2288. 
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\And,  (O  Esteemed  Messenger,)  We  have  not  sent  you  but 
as  a mercy  for  all  the  worlds.}*55 

Al-Shacbl  jjSfc  said, 


I asked  cAlqama,  ‘Was  Ibn  Mascud  with  Allah’s  Messenger 
on  the  Night  of  the  Jinn?’  cAlqama  replied,  ‘I  asked  Ibn 
Mascud,  “Were  any  of  you  with  Allah’s  Messenger  Jfk  to 
witness  on  the  Night  of  the  Jinn?”  “No,”  he  replied,  “but 
we  were  with  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ on  that  night  [in  Mecca], 
but  we  soon  lost  track  of  him  and  looked  for  him  in  various 
valleys  and  mountain  passes.  We  said,  ‘He  was  taken  up  in 
flight  or  he  was  assassinated.’  So  we  spent  the  worst  night  of 
lives  that  evening,  and  when  we  woke  up  in  the  morning,  lo 
and  behold,  there  he  was,  the  Prophet  ^ coming  from  the 
direction  of  the  cave  of  Hira5.  We  said,  cO  Allah’s  Messenger! 
We  lost  track  of  you  and  searched  for  you  but  were  unable  to 

55  Qur’an  21:107. 
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find  you.  We  spent  the  worst  night  of  our  lives  that  evening.’ 
The  Prophet  said,  ‘A  caller  from  the  jinn  came  to  me  and  I 
went  with  him.  I recited  the  Qur’an  to  them.’  So  afterwards, 
we  left  with  the  Prophet  and  he  showed  us  the  effects  of  the 
jinn  and  their  fire.  On  that  night,  the  jinn  asked  the  Prophet 
for  provision  and  he  said,  ‘For  you,  every  bone  upon  which 
the  name  of  Allah  has  been  invoked — from  that  you  shall 
acquire  the  greatest  portion  of  flesh — as  well  as  the  dung 
of  camels  that  will  serve  as  the  pasturage  for  your  animals.’ 
The  Prophet  also  said  to  us,  ‘So  do  not  clean  yourselves  of 
impurities  with  these  items,  for  they  are  the  food  of  your 
brethren.”56 

Reported  by  Muslim. 


In  the  story  about  the  killing  of  the  young  Ansarl  during  the  battle 
of  the  Trench,  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudrl  reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger 
said, 


jU  aj^j  0 jji Is  g.a  tabs  .1  -is  ta>-  — lb  oj 

.oUali  Liita  to jissih  kilta  3Ju  I Jj 


In  Medina  there  are  jinn  who  have  embraced  Islam;  if  you  see 
anything  [ill]  from  one  of  them,  give  him  a three-day  notice 
[to  desist],  and  if  he  continues  after  that,  kill  him,  for  he  is 
a devil.57 


Reported  by  Muslim. 


And  another  narration  of  Muslim  reads, 

jU  -ilH5  l^ip  I l ZS  tata  o ;■&  0\ 

y\£  Alls  CO jllsli 


56  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Salat  [The  Prayer],  Ch.:  “Audible 
Recitation  in  the  Morning  Prayer  and  Recitation  to  the  Jinn,”  1:331  §450. 

57  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahtb:  Bk.:  al-Salam  [The  Peace],  Ch.:  “On 
Killing  Snakes,”  4:1756  §1136. 
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In  these  houses  there  live  snakes,  so  if  you  notice  anything 
[ill]  from  them,  make  things  difficult  for  them  for  three  days 
[to  force  them  out].  If  they  leave,  that  is  good  and  well,  and  if 
they  refuse,  kill  them,  for  they  are  disbelievers.58 


cAbd  Allah  b.  cUmar  ^ said, 
-?>«  * > 


l^i-l  Ijlxsl  :J jL  pC  <ul  Jpj 


PP  oC~pj  Li^.U  (.yP\j  IS  | pi\j  (.Cj'PCIj 

. Jd-i  g[p:HSj 


I heard  Allah’s  Messenger  & order  the  killing  of  dogs.  He  said, 
‘Kill  snakes  and  dogs  and  short-tailed  and  striped  snakes,  for 
these  two  types  cause  harm  to  eyesight  and  miscarriage  for  a 
pregnant  woman.’59 

Reported  by  Muslim. 


cAbd  Allah  b.  ‘Umar  said, 

oiji  p u 'ip  cl  p aiji  ip  ii  p\  <i  Pp 

:Jui . I \f\j  z6  J j\  p lj  u jj 
4)1  Jpj  JU  p\  Jfl  4i)l  J P'j  (jl  .4)1  jIp  C 

.--r  o - •; 

• V’j^1  0*  urr  ^ 


I used  to  kill  every  snake  I found.  One  day  as  I was  pursuing 
a snake,  Zayd  b.  al-Khattab  or  Abu  Lubaba  said  to  me  while 
passing,  ‘Take  it  easy,  cAbd  Allah!’  I said,  ‘Allah’s  Messenger 
# ordered  to  kill  them.’  He  [Zayd  or  Abu  Lubaba]  said,  ‘Yes, 
but  he  forbade  killing  the  snakes  that  live  in  houses.’60 


58  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Salam  [The  Peace],  Ch.:  “On 
Killing  Snakes,”  4:1756  §223 6. 

59  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-$ahlh:  Bk.:  al-Salam  [The  Peace],  Ch.:  “On 
Killing  Snakes,”  4:1752  §2233. 

60  Set  forth  by  ‘al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  Bad1  al-khalq  [The  Beginning 
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Agreed  upon  and  this  is  the  wording  of  Muslim. 

Here  we  see  that  the  Prophet  granted  them  as  food  every  bone 
upon  which  Allah’s  name  is  invoked  when  eating,  becoming  meaty  for 
them,  and  we  see  that  he  granted  them  the  droppings  of  camels  and 
sheep  to  serve  as  food  for  their  animals.  We  also  see  that  he  forbade 
the  occupants  of  houses  killing  snakes  due  to  the  possibility  of  one  of 
them  being  a Muslim  jinn. 

Abu  Hurayra  ^ reported  the  episode  of  his  guarding  the  Ramadan 
charity  that  there  was  a devil  who  would  steal  food  each  night.  When 
Abu  Hurayra  apprehended  him,  the  devil  promised  that  he  would  not 
return,  but  he  lied  and  soon  came  back.  When  told  about  the  incident, 
the  Prophet  ^ said  to  Abu  Hurayra,  “He  lied,  and  he  will  return.” 
Abu  Hurayra  expected  him,  and  on  the  third  night  the  devil  said  to 
Abu  Hurayra,  “Let  me  teach  you  some  words  by  which  Allah  will 
allow  you  to  benefit.  When  you  retire  to  your  bed,  read  the  Verse  of 
the  Throne,  4 Allah!  None  is  worthy  of  worship  but  He,  the  Ever- 
Living,  the  Self- Subsisting^61  up  to  the  end  of  the  verse.  If  you  do  that, 
Allah  will  appoint  for  you  a guardian  that  will  watch  over  you,  and 
no  devil  will  come  near  you  until  the  morning  arrives.  ...”  After  Abu 
Hurayra  informed  the  Prophet  about  this,  he  said,  “He  spoke  the 
truth,  although  he  is  a great  liar.  Do  you  know  who  was  speaking  to 
you  during  these  three  nights,  Abu  Hurayra?”  Abu  Hurayra  replied, 
“No.”  The  Prophet  & said,  “That  was  Satan.”62 

A similar  occurrence  mentioned  in  this  hadith  took  place  with  other 
Companions,  such  as  Ubayy  b.  Kacb,  Mucadh  b.  Jabal,  Abu  Ayyub  al- 
Ansarl,  Abu  Usayd  al-Sacidl,  Zayd  b.  Thabit  and  Burayda  and  others 

Abu  Hurayra  did  not  kill  him  or  cut  off  his  hand,  for  each  time 
he  was  apprehended,  Satan  would  plead  with  various  phrases:  “Leave 
me,  for  I am  in  need,”  “I  have  dependents,”  and  “I  have  severe  needs,” 

of  Creation],  Ch.:  “On  Allah’s  Statement,  spread  among  them  every 

beasts  ,”  3:1201  §312.3;  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh , 4:1752  §2223. 

61  Qur’an  21:2.55 

62  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Wakala  [The  Authorization], 
Ch.:  “If  Someone  Authorizes  Another  and  the  Authorized  Person  Hands  Over 
Something  Which  the  Authorizer  Allows,  it  is  Permissible,”  2:812  §2187. 
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and  so  on.  Abu  Hurayra  accepted  his  excuses,  had  shown  him  mercy, 
and  kept  his  crime  private,  for  he  thought  that  he  was  speaking  the 
truth.  Finally,  Allah’s  Messenger  & informed  him  that  he  was  a great 
liar  still  he  did  not  punish  him. 

There  are  many  other  instances  where  the  Prophet  dealt  with  the 
jinn,  but  what  we  have  mentioned  here  should  suffice  in  proving  that 
the  Prophet’s  mercy  included  them. 

Since  Allah’s  Messenger  £ is  merciful,  clement  and  kind,  and  since 
his  entire  message  is  one  of  mercy,  and  since  he  was  sent  with  mercy, 
this  mere)  encompasses  humans  and  jinn,  their  believers  and  their 
disbelievers,  their  righteous  and  their  wicked,  their  men  and  women, 
their  young  and  old,  their  allies  and  enemies,  their  slaves  and  their 
freemen  and  women,  their  scholars  and  their  ignorant,  their  obedient 
and  their  disobedient,  their  cherished  and  their  despised,  their  city 
dwellers  and  their  country  folk,  their  born  and  their  unborn— and  not 
only  humans  and  jinn,  but  animals  too. 

If  a disbeliever  knew  truly  the  reality  and  comprehensiveness  of 
the  Prophet’s  mercy  #,  he  would  be  unable  to  keep  from  thanking 
and  showing  gratitude  to  him  and  having  faith  in  him.  Had  the 
Prophet’s  mercy  not  encompassed  him,  he  and  his  class  would  have 
been  completely  destroyed. 

1.22  The  Prophet  ^ did  not  Invoke  Allah  to 

Destroy  the  Confederates  during  the  Battle  of 
Trench 

Another  manifestation  of  the  Prophet’s  mercy  to  the  Creation,  and 
its  all-encompassing  feature,  is  the  fact  that  he  did  not  invoke  Allah 
to  destroy  the  confederates  during  the  battle  of  the  Trench.  Instead, 
he  prayed  that  Allah  defeat  them  and  shake  the  earth  beneath  them! 
Allah  gave  victory  to  the  Prophet  ^ through  easterly  winds,  as  was 
detailed  in  the  books  on  the  biography  of  the  Messenger.  Had  Allah 
wished  to  destroy  them,  He  would  have  set  upon  them  a strong,  west 
wind,  as  happened  with  the  people  of  cAd.6? 

Fully  knowing  His  noble  Prophet’s  compassion  for  his  people  and 


See  Ibn  Hajar  al-'Asqalani,  Fath  al-Bart, 
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desire  for  their  faith,  Allah  set  upon  them  an  easterly  wind  that  did 
not  utterly  destroy  them.  Instead,  it  was  a cause  for  their  retreat.64  The 
effect  of  all  this  is  shown  by  the  affection  that  soon  grew  between  the 
believers  and  the  leaders  of  Quraysh. 

Allah’s  Messenger  married  Umm  Hablba,  the  daughter  of  Abu 
Sufyan,  and  soon  after  that  he  married  Umm  Salama  and  Zaynab 
b.  Jahsh  £§t.65  All  the  disbelievers  who  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Trench,  especially  their  seniors,  embraced  Islam.  This  shows  that  the 
Prophet’s  mercy  encompasses  all.  Ibn  Hajar  ^ said, 


jj jjJl  jJSj  cJ JaI  J j-i )l  Oj5 

jit  cJlit 


One  of  the  subtle  relations  here  is  the  fact  that  the  people  of 
acceptance  helped  the  people  of  acceptance,  and  those  who 
lagged  were  destroyed  by  those  who  lagged.66 

As  for  the  reports  in  which  the  Prophet  ^ ordered  the  killing  of  some 
of  the  disbelievers,  those  orders  were  either  because  those  disbelievers 
broke  their  covenant  and  put  peace  and  security  situation  at  stake 
(as  occurred  with  the  Jews),  or  because  the  Arab  tribes  assembled 
to  launch  aggression  and  invade  the  Muslims  in  Medina,  or  because 
they  proclaimed  their  enmity  to  Islam  and  the  Muslims  and  declared 
their  aggressive  designs  to  eliminate  the  Muslims  once  and  for  all, 
or  because  of  someone  speaking  ill  and  belying  Allah’s  Messenger  or 
Islam  and  the  Muslims,  or  those  who,  in  addition  to  their  enmity  to 
Islam,  slandered  the  womenfolk  of  the  Muslims,  spoiling  calm  and 
generating  violence  and  militancy. 


1.2.3  Important  Point 

The  mercy  with  which  Allah  has  honoured  His  servants  is  the  mercy 
of  the  strong.  It  is  not  the  mercy  of  the  subdued  and  weak.  This  is 


64  Ibid.,  2:521. 

65  See  al-Bayhaql,  Dala’il  al-nubuwwa  (3:459,  462-463,  465),  Ibn  Kathlr,  al- 
Sira  (3:273-277),  and  al-Qurtubl,  al-JamP  li  ahkam  al-Qur'an,  18:58. 

66  See  Ibn  Hajar  al-'Asqalanl,  Path  al-barl,  2:521. 
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why  we  see  myriad  manifestations  of  this  mercy,  and  we  see  how  it 
encompasses  every  facet  of  human  life:  from  young  to  old,  men  to 
women,  powerful  to  weak,  healthy  to  sick,  believer  to  disbeliever, 
friend  to  foe,  and  the  Muslim  community  in  this  life  to  all  the  Creation 
in  the  Next,  etc. 


